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   With opening day festivities a dim memory, legislators are now down to work on the “people's business.”  To date, interesting and promising legislation has already been introduced, but with fate in a divided General Assembly is a wait and see proposition.
House Bill 15-1011:  Although the Colorado Legislative Council Staff Fiscal Note (Fiscal Note) states:  “Over the last three years, there have been no cases or convictions relating to voters who revealed the content of their ballot or who marked their ballot in an identifying manner.”
   HB 1011 deals with just that issue. If passed as introduced, HB 1011 narrows the scope  on voters revealing the contents of their ballot, but “restricts this offense to election officials and other persons who, in the course of their official duties obtain knowledge of how a person voted and reveal this information.” Marking a ballot in a way that allows it to be identified later or for any person to induce a voter to reveal how he or she voted will remain illegal.
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1011:  Representative Paul Rosenthal (D-Arapahoe, Denver) 866-2910. No sponsor yet in the Senate.
House Bill 15-1027:  The bill, if passed as introduced, would grant in-state tuition classification to “any Native American student who is a registered member of a federally recognized American Indian tribe with historical ties to Colorado,” of which there are 48, according to the Colorado Commission on Indian Affairs and History Colorado.      
   Provisions of the bill apply to all state institutions of higher education except Fort Lewis College which already provides free tuition for any Native American, and would mean “students classified for in-state tuition may be counted as a resident for any purpose, including eligibility for state-funded financial aid and College Opportunity Fund (COF) stipends.”
   HB 1027 has the unique possibility of increasing and decreasing tuition revenue for institutions of higher education – increasing revenue because more students would be able to come to Colorado because of lower in-state tuition, but decreasing revenue because of re-classifying non-resident students as resident students paying in-state (lower) tuition.
   In 2013, there were 208 non-residents who identified themselves ethnically as “Native American or Alaska Native.” The Fiscal Impact analysis uses this number (208) to estimate a possible tuition increase of $3,047.250.00, and tuition loss at $2,684,866.00.
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1027:  Representative Joseph A. Salazar, (D-Adams) 866-2918; Senator Lucia Guzman (D-Denver) 866-4862.
House Bill 15-1052:  If passed as introduced, HB 1052 will amend state law on eligibility for a grant from the Military Family Relief Fund when a member is mobilized for at least 30 days on active duty or called to state active duty by executive order of the governor. The requirement of being involuntarily mobilized will be eliminated, making all members of the Colorado National Guard subject to active military duty eligible for a grant from the Military Family Relief Fund (MFRF).
   The MFRF was enacted in 2005 (Senate Bill 05-052), and expanded by HB 14-1277 which added the provision for eligibility for Colorado National Guard members who are called to state active duty by executive order of the governor. Approximately 30 to 35 grants are awarded per year based on current funding, but that number is expected to grow with the change in eligibility.
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1052:  Representative Terri Carver (R-El Paso) 866-2191, and Jovan Melton (D-Arapahoe) 866-2919; and Senator Nancy Todd (D-Arapahoe) 866-3432.
House Bill 15-1061:  If passed as introduced, conviction records related to municipal offenses will no longer be eligible for sealing, and will put in place a prohibition on sealing a municipal assault or battery conviction or other municipal conviction, when the underlying factual basis of the offense was domestic violence.
   Most domestic violence cases are heard in county court under the auspices of the State Judicial Department, except for municipal courts in Aurora, Englewood, Lakewood, Littleton and Westminister.
   Sealing of municipal court convictions are processed at the state level in district court where there is no distinction between municipal violations and those related to domestic violence. Once a court has sealed criminal conviction records, a person can further petition the court to seal associated arrest and criminal records held by law enforcement agencies, which under current law must be done through a district court, then provided to the Department of Public Safety.   
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1061:  Kevin Van Winkle (R-Douglas) 866-2936; Ellen S. Roberts (R-Archuleta, Dolores, LaPlata, Montezuma, Montrose, Ouray, San Juan, San Miguel) 866-4884.
House Bill 15-1062:  Penalties under current law have been at the discretion of the court. HB 1062 requires fines be assessed against any offender convicted of the crime of animal fighting, in the amount of at least $1,000.00 for the first offense and at least $5,000.00 for the second and subsequent offense. For the two convictions in the past three years, no fines were imposed.
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1062:  Representatives Jovan Melton (D-Arapahoe) 866-2919, and Steve Lebsock (D-Adams) 866-2931; and Senators David Balmer (R-Arapahoe) 866-4883, and Jerry Sonnenberg (R-Cheyenne, Elbert, Kit Carson, Lincoln, Logan, Morgan, Phillips, Sedgwick, Washington, Weld, Yuma) 866-6360.
House Bill 15-1085:  Counties are required to publish certain expenditures under current law in at least one legal newspaper. HB 1085 would allow for publication of an expenditure report each month and a financial statement twice a year on the county website or in a local newspaper. Current law provided that where no legal newspaper is available, the information had to be published in the newspaper of an adjacent county that has general circulation within the county, or in three conspicuous places within the county, such as the county courthouse.
   The theory behind the legislation is touted has a cost saving to the county, with Mesa County provided as an example – population 147,544 residents, cost savings $25,000.00 each year. The smallest counties with population under 10,000 spend approximately $4,000.00 each year.  
   No dollar estimate was given on the inconvenience and cost to those residents without a computer who will just have to search out one of those conspicuous places in the county to review where their tax dollars are going.
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1085:  Representative Dan Thurlow (R-Mesa) 866-3068.; Senator Kent D. Lambert (R-El Paso) 866-4835.
Senate Bill 15-040:  A clarifying piece of legislation of which there seems to be no end to the need when it comes to marijuana, SB 040 provides with surety that counties have the authority to levy a voter approved special sales tax on retail marijuana, and that the counties imposing the tax must administer the voter approved taxes on retail marijuana.
   The Department of Revenue collects, administers and enforces the sales tax on tangible personal property on behalf of counties and statutory cities – voters in Adams and Pueblo Counties have approved sales tax on retail marijuana (3 percent in Adams and 3.5 percent in Pueblo).
   The background on the necessity of SB 040 is this:
· Proposition AA (passed in 2013) allowed the state to levy a 10 percent sales tax and a 15 percent excise tax on retail marijuana;
· Home-rule cities also have the authority to levy voter approved taxes on retail and medical marijuana;
· Proposition AA was silent on the authority of counties to levy sales taxes on retail marijuana;
· The tax would be in addition to sales tax already imposed on all tangible personal property by the county; and
· Local voters would approve new taxes, tax rates, and marijuana sales.
   Most likely, other counties paying attention to Adams and Pueblo Counties will be asking voters to approve imposing sales tax on retail marijuana. Pueblo County collected “about” $430,000.00 in the first ten months of retail marijuana sales. Adams County tax imposition goes into effect this year on July 1st.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-040:  Senator Mary Hodge (D0Adams) 866-4855, and Beth Martinez Humenmik (R-Adams) 866-4963; Senators Kevin Priola (R-Adams, Arapahoe) 866-2912, and Dominick (D-Adams) 866-2964.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
